Town of Richmond
Planning Commission Meeting
AGENDA
Wednesday June 17th, 2020, 7:00 PM

Due to restrictions in place for COVID-19, and in accordance Bill H.681 this meeting will be
held by login online and conference call only. You do not need a computer to attend this
meeting. You may use the "Join By Phone" number to call from a cell phone or landline. When
prompted, enter the meeting ID provided below to join by phone. For additional information and
accommodations to improve the accessibility of this meeting, please contact Ravi Venkataraman
at 802-434-2430 or at rvenkataraman@richmondvt.gov

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/89783154044?7pwd=dTZ2¢ciRDSDZ3S0h1T0hXc095aXlrdz09
Join by phone: (929) 205-6099

Meeting ID: 897 8315 4044

Password: 649948

1. Welcome and troubleshooting
2. Adjustments to the Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes
e June 3" 2020

4. Public Comment for non-agenda items

5. Reorganization and Election of Chair and Vice Chair

6. Discussion on creation of Housing Advisory Committee

7. Discussion of goals of zoning regulations and the Richmond Village

8. Discussion of timeline and logistics of public outreach

9. Other Business, Correspondence, and Adjournment


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89783154044?pwd=dTZ2cjRDSDZ3S0h1T0hXc095aXlrdz09
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3. Approval of Minutes
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e Page 7: Draft charge for Housing Advisory Committee
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TO: Richmond Planning Commission

FROM: Ravi Venkataraman, Town Planner

DATE: June 11, 2020

SUBJECT: Updated Draft Charge for Housing Committee

Following the discussion during the June 3, 2020 Planning Commission meeting, I have revised the draft
housing charge. My revision is below. New language added since the June 3, 2020 meeting is in red, underlined.
Language removed since the June 3, 2020 meeting is struek-threugh.

Draft language for a statement of purpose

Based on other municipalities and the intent of the Planning Commission from prior discussion, provided is a
draft statement of purpose:

The Housing Committee advises the Selectboard, the Planning Commission, the Development Review Board,
and Town Staff on the housing needs of the Town of Richmond. The Housing Committee is responsible for
gathering the community’s demographic information and housing data, generating housing-policy related
ideas and concepts, and educating the community on housing-related issues. This committee provides
recommendations to the Planning Commission Selectboard, Development Review Board, and Town Staff on
methods to alleviate housing-related issues and advance the Housing goals of the Town Plan.

Draft language on short-term and long-term goals

Below is a draft list of goals for the 2020 fiscal year (July 2020 to July 2021):

e Develop legiblea : : LS00 v s reouls developing affordable
housing regulations with a possible inclusion of a density bonus, in collaboration with the Selectboard,
the Planning Commission, and housing partners

e C(Collect and maintain data on the community’s demographics, housing stock (current and projected), and
livability; and identify housing issues within the town

e Study the Planning and Zoning ordinances and the Town Plan, and provide policy recommendations to
municipal boards to alleviate housing issues in town and advance the Housing goals in the Town Plan

Below are a draft list of initial long-term general goals. Other goals that reflect the goals of the Town Plan will
be listed in consultation with the Planning Commission and Selectboard at a later date.

e Improve the availability of affordable housing
e Advance Smart Growth goals by fostering:
o sustainable growth;
o the creation of residential neighborhoods that are accessible via multi-modal means, including
via public transit, walking, and biking;
o policies that meets residents’ special needs, such as ADA-accessibility, recovery housing, and
housing for people experiencing homelessness;
o the preservation of open spaces within town;
e Investigate the relationship between housing and other town-wide issues and providing solutions to
housing-correlated issues in terms of housing
e Promote methods to advance renewable energy usage and energy efficiency in housing




o Identify locations within town that can support additional housing and growth
e Identify opportunities and secure funding to:
o Further study the housing needs and housing policies of the town; and
o Revitalize and adapt older areas into viable housing options.
e Work with housing partners to bolster the livability of the Richmond community, and to create inclusive
housing options.

Recommendations on Membership

The Housing Committee consists of up to nine people. At least five of its members will be from the public
at-large. Such members do not necessarily need to be Town of Richmond residents. However, non-residents
interested in serving on the Housing Committee must express an interest in town housing issues, and display
expertise in housing-related matters. At least two of the members may be from the Planning Commission. At
least two of the members may be from other town boards and commissions, including the Selectboard,

Development Review Board, and Conservation Committee.

All Housing Committee members shall serve two-year terms.

The Town Planner shall assist the Housing Committee upon request

All members shall hold interest and/or expertise in housing and housing-related matters. Members shall attend
all monthly meetings and/or meetings at other arranged times. Members may be expected to undertake periodic

work outside committee meetings, such as external research, interviews of subject matter experts, site visits, or
training opportunities.




VCZD and Gateway ZD goals — 6/17/20 — Virg

Central Village (“Village Mixed”) including current Village Commercial, Residential/Commercial and
Commercial Round Church Corners Complex and into Farr property +/- Jonesville

Goals:

e Maintain the historic settlement pattern of a central village area of residential and residential-
compatible commercial development at moderate to high density

e Promote the increased density and walkability that fulfills the goal of smart growth planning

e Have maximum density clustered along the main travel corridors to provide visibility and ease of
access for economic activity

e Provide for maximum flexibility for residential/commercial conversions, transitions and
combinations of work/live spaces to accommodate future broadband-enabled
lifestyles/livelihoods

e Have a variety of housing types including multifamily residences — may be interspersed and/or in
protected residential enclaves

e Have some design standards to insure a pleasing village-y look overall and reflect architectural
features of historic buildings

e Incorporate pedestrian, biking and public transit features (or at least potential for these)
including sidewalks, bike lanes and bus stops

e Incorporate green space, street trees, plantings that reflect and incorporate a reference to the
natural world

e Incorporate outdoor gathering spaces whenever possible, including outdoor restaurant seating,
play areas, farmers market, park

e Provide public river access and amenities including interconnected trails for walking, hiking, dog
walking, mountain biking; points for canoe access and swimming

e Promote and require climate change goals of improved weatherization standards and small
renewable energy facilities such as solar panels

e Maintain uncluttered historic look/feel to area around Round Church

e Protect traditional neighborhood enclaves

e Extend district into Farr farm to allow flexible residential/commercial opportunities out of the
floodplain

Gateway (“Mixed”) Including current Gateway

e Preserve the undeveloped floodplain on the west side of Rt 2.

e Ensure that this area remains the northern scenic entrance to the town by design standards and
by maintaining historic references and strategic green space, especially along the roadway

e Avoid “strip development”, excessive curb cuts and overly large signage

e Have a moderate density of residential and commercial enterprises, including multifamily
housing, non-traditional live/work spaces, broadband-enabled businesses, flexibility to meet
future lifestyle/livelihood arrangements

e Have internal circulation within larger lots including roadways and bike/ped



Lot coverage could exceed current

Have sidewalk, biking and public transit connections to the central village and to the park-and-
ride

Provide green space amenities and outdoor gathering spaces for residents of the district
Promote and require climate change goals of improved weatherization standards and small
renewable energy facilities such as solar panels.



6/11/2020 Town of Richmond VT Mail - Reminders

M Gma |I Ravi Venkataraman <rvenkataraman@richmondvt.gov>
Reminders
brian tellstone <brate6491@yahoo.com> Thu, Jun 11, 2020 at 8:03 AM

To: Ravi Venkataraman <rvenkataraman@richmondvt.gov>

Morning Ravi. | guess if we are going to seek some public direction in next zoning areas, Joy's voice should be heard.
| was in favor of emananating out from the VC. But am open to other plans. Brian
[Quoted text hidden]

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=55ba9169da&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1669204029239963542&simpl=msg-f%3A16692040292... 1/1



TOWN OF RICHMOND, VERMONT 2015 DATA
UPDATE

Community Workshop LLC prepared the following data update for the Richmond: Our Town, Our
Future process in the town of Richmond, Vermont. New information about Richmond's people and
community will help the town make informed decisions about its future. The following data
includes demographic, social, economic, housing & educational information from federal and
regional sources. Learn more about the Our Town, Our Future process at
richmondvtfuture.weebly.com.
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After years of slight fluctuations, Richmond's population climbed dramatically between 1960 and
2000. It then declined slightly during the economic downturn of the 2000s, and appears to be
climbing slowly again after 2010.

SOURCES .... Historic Population Data: Vermont History Explorer Census by Towns, Vermont
Historical Society, https://vermonthistory.org/explorer/discover-vermont/facts-figures/census-
records ... 2014 population estimate: Annual Estimates of the Resident Population, April 1 2010-
July 1 2014, U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, http://factfinder.census.gov
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Most of Chittenden County followed the same historical population trends as Richmond. After
2000, a split emerged: larger towns like Williston, Essex, and Burlington continue to grow rapidly,
while smaller towns like Richmond, Bolton and Huntington are only growing slightly (or not at
all).

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
Richmond 1278 1,303 2,249 3,159 3,729 4090 4081
E';‘lf;‘t*;de“ 62570 74425 99131 115534 131761 146571 156,545
Richmond
parol 20 18 23 27 28 28 26
County

While Richmond's population rose significantly in the 20th Century, so did the rest of the County.
Richmond's size relative the county has remained relatively steady, at 2-3% of the county
population.

https://infogr.am/town_of_richmond_vermont_2015_data_update



Population change in Richmond, 2000-2010

A )38%

Population change in Vermont, 2000-2010

A (3%
Population change in Chittenden County, 2000- 2010

SOURCES .... Historic Population Data: Vermont History Explorer Census by Towns, Vermont
Historical Society, https://vermonthistory.org/explorer/discover-vermont/facts-figures/census-
records ... 2014 population estimate: Annual Estimates of the Resident Population, April 1 2010-
July 1 2014, U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, http://factfinder.census.gov
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